
 

 

Careers in Manufacturing  
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/careers/manufacturing.html 

 

Are you good working with your hands? Can you figure out how a machine works?  If so, you may want to consider a 
career in manufacturing. Manufacturing jobs are those that create new products either directly from raw materials or 

components. These jobs are usually in a factory, plant or mill. The resources below offer an inside look at 
manufacturing as well as some of the various career options available. 

 

Dream It. Do It. MN; Find Your Future in Manufacturing - http://www.yourfutureinmanufacturing.com/ 
Use the Manufacturing Career Tool to explore what it is like to work in modern manufacturing careers through “A Day 
in the Life” videos and a career quiz. 
 

360 Center of Excellence - http://www.360mn.org/ 
360 offers a variety of resources and programs for middle school and high school students, parents and other 
influencers to build the next generation of manufacturers. 
 

O*NET - https://www.onetonline.org/find/career?c=13&g=Go 
The O*NET program is the nation's primary source of occupational information.  Explore the various occupations in the 
manufacturing career cluster to begin planning towards obtaining the necessary knowledge, competencies, and training 
for a successful career. 
 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development; Made in Minnesota - 
https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/made-minnesota/ 
Search the online database of Minnesota manufacturers and suppliers. 

 

Manufacturing Works - http://www.goldcollarcareers.com/ 
Manufacturing Works helps middle school, high school, and displaced worker populations explore opportunities in the 
field of manufacturing. 
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Manufacturing Tours 
 

Are you looking to find out more about the manufacturing 

industry?  Statewide manufacturing tours provide 

opportunities for schools, families, and the general public 

to see how modern manufacturing is high-tech and 

innovative. 
 

 Learn about in-demand and high-paying jobs in a 
stable industry. 

 Find out why the impact of manufacturing is bigger 
than you think. 

 Experience how manufacturing is changing the world. 
 

Tours take place all of October, however, most occur 

October 1-7 during Minnesota Manufacturing Week 2018. 

To find a free tour near you, visit 

https://www.mfgday.com/events/* OR 

www.tourofmanufacturingmn.com.  
 

*Note: This link must be copy and pasted into a web browser. 

 

 
 

The impact of manufacturing is greater than you 
think!  For interesting facts about manufacturing 

in Minnesota go to: 
 

https://mn.gov/deed/assets/manufacturing-
industries_tcm1045-133092.pdf 

 

Manufacturing Job Boards 
 

Manufacturers Alliance Job Board - 
https://www.mfrall.com/employment 
 
CAREERwise Education -  
https://careerwise.minnstate.edu/guide/manufacturin
g/manufacturing-jobs.html 
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MANUFACTURING QUIZ 
 

How much do you know about this important sector of the state's economy? Take this quiz from DEED to 
find out. 

 

Question 1 
How many employees work for 3M worldwide? 
A. 20,000 
B. 90,000 
C. 75,000 
D. 40,000 
 
Question 2 
How many Minnesota manufacturing companies were among Fortune magazine’s “World’s Most Admired Companies” in 2017? 
A. 0 
B. 2 
C. 4 
D. 10 
 
Question 3 
How Many jobs in Minnesota are in manufacturing? 
A. 50,000 
B. 125,100 
C. 260,500 
D. 318,000 
 
Question 4 
What is the average manufacturing salary in Minnesota – and how does it differ by percentage from the average annual salary 
across all industries? 
A. $56,210 - 4 percent higher than average 
B. $48,900 - 10 percent higher than average 
C. $63,794 - 17 percent higher than average 
D. $60,012 - 9 percent higher than average 
 
Question 5 
Manufacturing accounts for one out of every ____ jobs in Minnesota. 
A. 9 
B. 12 
C. 15 
D. 20 
 
Question 6 
How many Minnesota manufacturing companies were on the Fortune 500 list in 2016? 
A. 2 
B. 5 
C. 8 
D. 18 
 
Question 7 
Which of the following products was NOT created by a Minnesota-based manufacturing company? 
A. Milky Way candy bar 
B. Deep-diving submersible Alvin 
C. Teflon 
D. Masking tape 

 
Answers found on page 3.  For a longer version of this quiz, please visit https://mn.gov/deed/business/locating-

minnesota/industries-sectors/manufacturing/mfgweek/quiz.jsp. 
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Manufacturing Quiz Answer 
Key (from page 2) 

 
1. B. 90,000 
 
2. C. 4 – St. Jude Medical, 3M, 

Ecolab, and General Mills 
(A total of 10 Minnesota 
Companies are on the list – 
4 of them are 
manufacturers) 

 
3. D. 318,000 
 
4. $63,794 was the average 

manufacturing salary in 
Minnesota in 2016. That’s 
$9,501 – or about 17 
percent – more than the 
state’s average annual 
wage for all industries. 

 
5. A. Manufacturing accounts 

for about one out of every 
nine jobs in the state. 

 
6. C. 8 - 3M, General Mills, 

Land O'Lakes, Hormel 
Foods, Mosaic, Ecolab, St. 
Jude Medical, and 
Patterson Companies. 
(Minnesota has a total of 
18 companies on the list.) 

7. C. Teflon was created 
accidentally by Dr. Roy 
Plunkett in New Jersey in 
1938. He was employed by 
DuPont.  Meanwhile, the 
Milky Way candy bar was 
created in 1923 by Frank C. 
Mars and originally made in 
Minnesota. Masking tape 
was invented in 1925 by 
3M employee Richard 
Drew. Interestingly, the 
deep-diving submersible 
Alvin (used to investigate 
the wreck of the Titanic) 
was designed and built in 
Minnesota by General 
Mills’ Electronics Division. 

 

Minnesota House of Representatives High School Page Program 
 

Applications for the 2019 Minnesota House of Representatives High School Page 
Program are now available. High School Juniors interested in the political process are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 
 

Throughout the course of their week in Saint Paul, High School Page Program 
participants are exposed to a wide variety of experiences designed to provide them 
with a deep understanding of our state government.  
 

Among the many highlights included in each student's week at the Capitol are:  

 Individual meetings with legislators designed to allow students to discuss the 
issues that matter most to them. 

 Experiencing the legislative process firsthand by assisting members during 
legislative session. 

 Participating in a mock committee session designed to develop students' 
leadership skills and to inspire them to think critically about the issues confronting 
our state. 

 Providing students with the opportunity to meet with constitutional officers, 
members of the judiciary, lobbyists, and members of the media. 

 

Students should expect to participate in scheduled program activities from 8:00am to 
5:00pm Monday through Thursday, and from 8:00am to 12:30pm on Friday.  To learn 
more and/or to apply, visit http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/edprog/over2p.htm.  
 

Did You Know? 
 

 October is National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM), which 
offers opportunities to celebrate the many contributions of America's workers 
with disabilities. To learn more about NDEAM and resources available, visit 
https://www.dol.gov/odep/topics/ndeam/.  
 

 Minnesota Vocational Rehabilitation Services can provide a wide variety of 
counseling, training, job skills, and job placement services for people with 
disabilities.  For more information, visit https://mn.gov/deed/job-
seekers/disabilities/. 

 

NOW HIRING! – JOB BOARDS 
 

www.minnesotaworks.net – Minnesota’s largest free online job bank.  Post your 
resume and search for jobs by matching keywords in your resume to keywords in job 
postings.  You may also search by occupation/keyword or by location. 
 

www.snagajob.com – search thousands of hourly and part-time jobs by location/zip 
code. 
 

www.careerrookie.com – look for internships, part-time and entry-level careers. 
 

NOW HIRING! – JOB POSTINGS 
Valley SCARE (Shakopee) – ValleySCARE is gearing up for fall and currently hiring 
Monsters! If scaring isn’t your thing they are also looking for positions within Ride 
Operations, Food Operations, Retail, and more! For more details and to apply online in 
advance of attending an interview, visit www.Valleyfair.com/jobs. Must be at least 16 
years old to apply. 
 

White House Custom Color (Eagan) is accepting applications for multiple positions 
including Light Manufacturing. Must be 16 to apply. To learn more, visit 
https://www.whcc.com/about/careers 
 

There are many cities within Dakota and Scott Counties that are currently accepting 
applications for summer employment. Age requirements and openings vary by 
location. For a list of current openings by city, visit http://www.lmc.org/page/1/city-
jobs.jsp and/or http://www.govtjobs.com/states/minnesota-government-jobs/. 
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